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In January of each year, YAC meetsforup to a fullday to review the previousyear, to
look at what worked, what didn't work and improvementsthat could be made both in
how YAC operatesaswell asthe projectsand activities YAC isinvolved in. It isalso an

opportunity to plan forthe coming year.

It'sone of the mostimportant daysin the YAC calendar.

National Youth Week isa joint Federal, Sate, Territory and Local Government initiative.
It isthe largest celebration of young people in Australia.

Thousandsof young people aged 12-25 across Australia get involved in NYW each
year.

It aimsto encourage young people to:

share ideas

attend live events

have their voicesheard on issuesof concern to them
showcase theirtalents

celebrate their contribution to the community

take partin competitions, and

have fun!
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Each year, different groupsand organisationsincluding YAC’sacrossthe state are
involved in hosting a range of eventsand activitiesduring NYW. These include:

sporting activities
dance parties
community projects
conferences
debates
exhibitions

festivals

forums

live performances
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Each year, there isthe opportunity for Marion YAC to getinvolved in activities
happening in ourlocal area aswellasto host an activity orevent of itsown. An
extremely successful event hosted by Marion YAC during National Youth Week isthe
Marion Youth Recognition Awards(see next page).



Youth Recognition Awardsisa project run during National Youth Week in collaboration
with YAC, Cove Youth Service and the South Western Youthworkers Network. The
Marion Youth Recognition Awards aim to recognise young people who have
demonstrated outstanding personal qualities in their livesand have set an example for
othersto follow.

Young people are nominated by their friends, parents, youth workers, counsellors and
other members of the local community. The spirit of the awards is really about
recognisng young people who may not ordinarily receive recognition but are so
worthy of being recognised. Qualities that young people have been nominated for
include selflessness, perseverance, determination, courage, kindness, reslience, to
name a few.

The awards ceremony is held at the Marion Cultural Centre each year where awards
are presented to each nominee by our Mayor — Felicity Ann Lewis. Every nominee is
recognised equally and a short summary of their nomination is read as they come
forward to receive their award. The night usually concludes with a supper and live
entertainment in the Cultural Centre café.

YAC assistswith organising, publicisng and promoting the event aswell asvarioustasks
on the night.

In July or Octoberof each year, YAC hasa camp ortraining day that coversvarious
topicsaccording to the group’sneedsorrequests. Training may include topicssuch as
event management, decison making, team work, effective meetings, consultation,
working with the media and public speaking.

It isalso an opportunity to invite new people to come along and be a part of YAC.

Soundsof Summeris YAC s FREE live music event which isheld in December at the
Marion Outdoor Svimming Centre. YAC hasrun it every year since 2005 in response to
clearfeedback from local young people that there needsto be more underage live
music eventsand opportunitiesfor young people to showcase their music.

Aswell as5-7 live bands, there isfree entry to the pool & waterdide; pool games, free
BBQ and othergive aways. Severallocal youth servicesare also on board and come
along to promote their services. Fesh 92.7 FM brought a new dimension to the event in
2007 with a live broadcast on the day. It islikely that we will continue to have their
support for Soundsof Summer in 2008.

Soundsof Summer hasattracted a lot of media attention aswell asseveral sponsors
who have donated products/vouchersto help make the event a success. These
sponsorsand supportershave included Fesh AV, Ted Turner Sgns, Piccadilly, Big Sar
Records, The Beachouse and Greater Union Cinema.

Planning for Soundsof Summer getsunderway in late September and from thistime,
YAC meetsmid monthly in addition to YAC general meetingsto complete tasksfor the
event.



One of YAC’'smajorrolesisto be a voice foryoung people in the local community
about variousyouth and community issues. Thismeansthat on a regular basis, not only
doesCouncilwant to consult with YAC about issues, but other community groupsand
youth servicesdo aswell. Thiswill often involve representativesfrom Council and other
groupscoming along to YAC meetingsto discussissueswith YAC and seek theirideas,
suggestionsand feedback. Forexample, YAC hasbeen asked to contribute theirideas
in the development and review of Council’slong term strategic and community plans.
Thishasincluded being involved in consultation workshopswith Hected Members.

Another major consultation project that YAC isinvolved in isthe development of the
City of Marion Youth Plan. Every 4-5 years, Council allocatestime to research and
review the needs, issues, ideas, suggestionsand aspirationsof local young people. This
information isthen putinto a written plan that determinesthe future directionsfor
Council'sservice to young people. YAC playsa crucial role in developing the Youth
Plan, particularly in assisting Council to consult effectively with local young people.

Throughout the year, YAC hasdifferent guest speakersthat come along to itsmeetings.
These guest speakersmay be organised if YAC wantsto know more about a particular
issue or organisation. We also have regular vistorsto our meetingsthat help usto stay
connected to what Councilisdoing with and foryoung people. These include:
# The Cove Youth Service Coordinator
Cove Youth Service, located at Hallett Cove, isfunded by Council to provide
servicesforyoung people 12-25 who live in the Hallett Cove, Sheidow Park & Trott
Park areas. Ben Snith, the CYSCoordinatorcomesalong to YAC meetings4timesa
yearto tell YAC about the servicesand programsbeing offered and to ask for
YAC’sideas, suggestionsand feedback.

# The Marion Youth Centre Manager

Marion Youth Centre, located on Diagonal Rd just over the train line near Westfield
Marion. It ispartly funded by Counciland partly by the Sate Government to
provide service foryoung people 12-25. Susan Lane the MYC Manager attendsa
YAC meeting 3timesa year to maintain linkswith YAC and seek theirinput into
programsand servicesoffered at MYC.

# Council Hected Member Liasons

Every four yearsfollowing Local Government elections, CouncilsHected Members
are appointed to be liaisonsfor variouscommunity groups, one of those being YAC.
Currently we have 2 Hected Member Liaisonswho are Councillor Jason Veliskou
and Councillor Natalie Victory (see listand photosof Hected Membersin thispack).
Natalie and Jason come along to YAC meetingsapproximately 3timesperyearto
inform YAC about the thingsgoing on within Council that YAC may be interested in
hearing about or being involved in.

One of YAC’shig rolesisto be connected and involved in what'shappening in our
local community. YAC often hasthe opportunity to be involved in projectsor activities
being run by other Councildepartmentsor community organisations.



Office for Youth isthe Sate Government department that isresponsble for youth issues
acrossthe state. Not only do they contribute fundstoward YAC’sin South Australia,
they also offer training and otheropportunitiesfor young people to have theirsay and
getinvolved at a Sate level.

Check out theirwebsite at for more info.



