
 

 
 

 
 
YAC Annual Planning/ Review  
In January of eac h year, YAC meets for up  to a  full day to review the p revious year, to 
look a t wha t worked , wha t d idn’ t work and  improvements tha t c ould  be made both in 
how YAC opera tes as well as the p rojec ts and  ac tivities YAC is involved  in. It is a lso an 
opportunity to p lan for the c oming year.  
 
It’ s one of the most important days in the YAC c a lendar. 
 
National Youth Week 
Na tiona l Youth Week is a  joint Federa l, Sta te, Territory and  Loc a l Government initia tive. 
It is the la rgest c elebra tion of young peop le in Austra lia . 
Thousands of young peop le aged  12-25 ac ross Austra lia  get involved  in NYW eac h 
year.  

It a ims to enc ourage young peop le to: 

 share ideas  
 a ttend  live events  
 have their voic es heard  on issues of c onc ern to them  
 showc ase their ta lents  
 c elebra te their c ontribution to the c ommunity  
 take part in c ompetitions, and   
 have fun! 

Eac h year, d ifferent groups and  organisa tions inc lud ing YAC’s ac ross the sta te a re 
involved  in hosting a  range of events and  ac tivities during NYW. These inc lude: 

 sporting ac tivities  
 danc e parties  
 c ommunity p rojec ts  
 c onferenc es  
 deba tes  
 exhib itions  
 festiva ls  
 forums  
 live performanc es  

Eac h year, there is the opportunity for Marion YAC to get involved  in ac tivities 
happening in our loc a l a rea  as well as to host an ac tivity or event of its own. An 
extremely suc c essful event hosted  by Marion YAC during Na tiona l Youth Week is the 
Marion Youth Rec ognition Awards (see next page). 

 

 

 

 



Youth Rec ognition Awards 

Youth Rec ognition Awards is a  p rojec t run during Nationa l Youth Week in c ollabora tion 
w ith YAC, Cove Youth Servic e and  the South Western Youthworkers Network. The 
Marion Youth Rec ognition Awards a im to rec ognise young peop le who have 
demonstra ted  outstand ing persona l qua lities in their lives and  have set an example for 
others to follow.  
 
Young peop le a re nomina ted  by their friends, parents, youth workers, c ounsellors and  
other members of the loc a l c ommunity. The sp irit of the awards is rea lly about 
rec ognising young peop le who may not ord inarily rec eive rec ognition but a re so 
worthy of being rec ognised . Qua lities tha t young  peop le have been nomina ted  for 
inc lude selflessness, perseveranc e, determina tion, c ourage, kindness, resilienc e, to 
name a  few.  
 
The awards c eremony is held  a t the Marion Cultura l Centre eac h year where awards 
a re p resented  to eac h nominee by our Mayor – Felic ity Ann Lewis. Every nominee is 
rec ognised  equally and  a  short summary of their nomina tion is read  as they c ome 
forward  to rec eive their award . The night usua lly c onc ludes w ith a  supper and  live 
enterta inment in the Cultura l Centre c a fé.  
 
YAC assists w ith organising, pub lic ising and  p romoting the event  as well as va rious tasks 
on the night. 
 
Camp /  Training  
In July or Oc tober of eac h year, YAC has a  c amp or tra ining day tha t c overs va rious 
top ic s ac c ord ing to the group ’s needs or requests. Tra ining may inc lude top ic s suc h as 
event management, dec ision making, team work, effec tive meetings, c onsulta tion, 
working w ith the med ia  and  pub lic  speaking.  
 
It is a lso an opportunity to invite new people to c ome a long and  be a  part of YAC.  
 
Sounds of Summer 
Sounds of Summer is YAC’s FREE live music  event whic h is held  in Dec ember a t the 
Marion Outdoor Swimming Centre. YAC has run it every year sinc e 2005 in response to 
c lear feedbac k from loc a l young peop le tha t there needs to be more underage live 
music  events and  opportunities for young peop le to showc ase their music .  
 
As well as 5-7 live bands, there is free entry to the pool & wa terslide; pool games; free 
BBQ and  other g ive aways. Severa l loc a l youth servic es a re a lso on board  and  c ome 
a long to p romote their servic es. Fresh 92.7 FM brought a  new d imension to the event in 
2007 w ith a  live b roadc ast on the day. It is likely tha t we w ill c ontinue to have their 
support for Sounds of Summer in 2008. 
 
Sounds of Summer has a ttrac ted  a  lot of med ia  a ttention as well as severa l sponsors 
who have dona ted  p roduc ts/ vouc hers to help  make the event a  suc c ess. These 
sponsors and  supporters have inc luded  Fresh FM, Ted  Turner Signs, Pic c ad illy, Big  Sta r 
Rec ords, The Beac house and  Grea ter Union Cinema. 
 
Planning for Sounds of Summer gets underway in la te Sep tember and  from this time, 
YAC meets mid  monthly in add ition to YAC genera l meetings to c omplete tasks for the 
event.     
 



Consultation 
One of YAC’s ma jor roles is to be a  voic e for young peop le in the loc a l c ommunity 
about va rious youth and  c ommunity issues. This means tha t on a  regula r basis, not only 
does Counc il want to c onsult w ith YAC about issues, but other c ommunity groups and  
youth servic es do as well. This w ill often involve representa tives from Counc il and  other 
groups c oming a long to YAC meetings to d isc uss issues w ith YAC and  seek their ideas, 
suggestions and  feedbac k. For example, YAC has been asked  to c ontribute their ideas 
in the development and  review of Counc il’ s long term stra teg ic  and  c ommunity p lans. 
This has inc luded  being involved  in c onsulta tion workshops w ith Elec ted  Members. 
 
Another ma jor c onsulta tion p rojec t tha t YAC is involved  in is the development of the 
City of Marion Youth Plan. Every 4-5 years, Counc il a lloc a tes time to researc h and  
review the needs, issues, ideas, suggestions and  asp ira tions of loc a l young peop le. This 
informa tion is then put into a  written p lan tha t determines the future d irec tions for 
Counc il’ s servic e to young peop le. YAC p lays a  c ruc ia l role in develop ing the Youth 
Plan, partic ula rly in assisting Counc il to c onsult effec tively w ith loc a l young peop le.     
  
Guest Speakers 
Throughout the year, YAC has d ifferent guest speakers tha t c ome a long to its meetings. 
These guest speakers may be organised  if YAC wants to know more about a  partic ula r 
issue or organisa tion. We a lso have regula r visitors to our meetings tha t help  us to stay 
c onnec ted  to wha t Counc il is doing w ith and  for young peop le. These inc lude: 

 The Cove Youth Servic e Coordinator 
Cove Youth Servic e, loc a ted  a t Ha llett Cove, is funded  by Counc il to p rovide 
servic es for young peop le 12-25 who live in the Ha llett Cove, Sheidow Park & Trott 
Park a reas. Ben Smith, the CYS Coord ina tor c omes a long to YAC meetings 4 times a  
year to tell YAC about the servic es and  p rograms being offered  and  to ask for 
YAC’s ideas, suggestions and  feedbac k. 
 

 The Marion Youth Centre Manager 
Marion Youth Centre, loc a ted  on Diagonal Rd  just over the tra in line near Westfield  
Marion. It is partly funded  by Counc il and  partly by the Sta te Government to 
p rovide servic e for young peop le 12-25. Susan Lane the MYC Manager a ttends a  
YAC meeting 3 times a  year to ma inta in links w ith YAC and  seek their input into 
p rograms and  servic es offered  a t MYC. 

 
 Counc il Elec ted Member Liasons 

Every four years following Loc a l Government elec tions, Counc il’ s Elec ted  Members 
a re appointed  to be lia isons for va rious c ommunity groups, one of those being YAC. 
Currently we have 2 Elec ted  Member Lia isons who a re Counc illor Jason Veliskou 
and  Counc illor Na ta lie Vic tory (see list and  photos of Elec ted  Members in this pac k). 
Na ta lie and  Jason c ome a long to YAC meetings approximately 3 times per year to 
inform YAC about the things going on w ithin Counc il tha t YAC may be interested  in 
hearing about or being involved  in.  

 
 
 
 
Other Ac tivities/ Projec ts  
One of YAC’s b ig  roles is to be c onnec ted  and  involved  in wha t’ s happening in our 
loc a l c ommunity. YAC often has the opportunity to be involved  in p rojec ts or ac tivities 
being run by other Counc il departments or c ommunity organisa tions.  
 



Offic e for Youth 
Offic e for Youth is the Sta te Government department tha t is responsib le for youth issues 
ac ross the sta te.  Not only do they c ontribute funds toward  YAC’s in South Austra lia , 
they a lso offer tra ining and  other opportunities for young people to have their say and  
get involved  a t a  Sta te level. 
 
Chec k out their website a t http :/ / www.offic eforyouth.sa .gov.au/  for more info. 
 
 
 
 


