
Official Launch
of the Clean Site
Training Video
The Clean Site Training Video was launched by 
The Minister for Environment and Heritage, 
The Hon. John Hill MP, at a Southern Cross Homes
Building Site Demonstration Day in North Plympton 
on the 21st October 2003.

The Video, which was produced by KESAB environmental
solutions, the Environment Protection Authority and the

Clean Site Partners promotes best practice environmental
management on building construction sites. It outlines
simple steps to manage and contain solid and liquid
wastes, prevent erosion of stockpiles and sediment from
the site, recycle waste materials and more. The video
illustrates both the latest technologies in areas such as
the containment and recycling of waste water, as well as
practical, non - expensive onsite alternatives.

The video, which coincides with the release of the
Environment Protection Water Quality Policy,
will help those in the building and
construction industry comply with 
the requirements of the new Policy. 

For more information contact 
KESAB on 8234 7255.

Marion and Mitcham Environmental
Education Project N E W SN E W S

November 2003

Marion and Mitcham Environmental Education Project News Marion and Mitcham Environmental Education Project News

Who you can contact . . .
For more information on the Marion and Mitcham Environmental
Education Project contact either project officer on the details below.

Jill Pearson
City of Mitcham (Phone 8372 8823)
Email jpearson@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au 

Julian James
City of Marion (Phone 8375 6857)
Email Julian.James@marion.sa.gov.au

Disclaimer
The Cities of Marion and Mitcham 
offer this Information in good faith. 

The information is not legally binding
in any way and should not be taken as a

statement of the law.

1 Regular pine packing timber 
(various lengths)

2 Particle board, Medium density fibre
board, Timber off cuts

3 Cardboard boxes

4 Carpet and underlay off cuts

5 Plastic tubs

6 Free toner and ink cartridge pick up

7 Old automotive paint mixing bench
(motorised) and various pallets - happy 
to deliver

8 Wooden and styrene crates (large)

9 Grass clippings (for mulching)

10 60L steel drums, good condition

11 Scrap steel (mainly used springs)

12 Large Cardboard boxes and pallets

13 20l Plastic Coolant Drums

14 strong wooden  pallets

15 200L drums cleaned have had 
fibreglass resin

16 Strong cardboard boxes 300 * 400 * 400

17 Timber Pallets 1m * 2m

18 Large Cardboard boxes and flat poly
styrene foam from   fridges  

19 Timber Pallets - Medium Size
20 Want empty laser printer toner cartridges,

any quantities
21 Plastic sheets used to cover clothing stock
22 Want large pieces of carpet in good 

condition
23 Plastic pellets used for packaging
24 Cardboard boxes 
25 20l plastic drums with taps previosly used

for ATF and brake fluid
26 Electrical plastic cable drum- black, 300

*200 (about 100 per month)
27 Timber Pallets
28 stackable 20L plastic drums
29 new 205L drum of Truck Wash - Make 

an Offer
30 large Heavy Duty Machinery pallets 

treated pine approx 2200 * 1500 
31 Off cuts of shade cloth
33 Off cuts of particle board
34 Large Offcuts Angle Iron 1502*12 mm and

1002*10mm all 1000mm + long. 

35 Regular pine packaging timber 
(various lengths)

36 Commercial windows and doors, aluminium
frame with glass insert, various sizes.

37 Treated pine pallets, cardboard sheets,
multi coloured Yarn on Cardboard tubes,
clean 205L drums

38 wooden pallets, Cardboard Pallets,
Polystyrene foam, carboard cartons flat-
tened

39 Plastic Packaging foam

40 Material off cuts and cardboard rolls

41 Large and small cardboard rolls

42 Folded and unfolded carboard boxes

43 Wanted 20L plastic pail type buckets with
sealable lids & Square offcuts of Plywood
for signs 

44 Timber pallets and medium - 
lge cardboard boxes

45 Dacron and upholstery foam offcuts

46 Pallets

47 Timber Offcuts and Sawdust

WWaassttee  EExxcchhaannggee  RReeggiisstteerr
Often we come across a business with a waste product that would be useful to someone else. An up to date list is kept
at the Marion Council. If you would like any of these items or if you have a product and would like to be on the list,
contact Julian on 8375 6857. Alternatively the waste exchange Database is updated monthly on the city of Marion
website using the following link.  http://www.marion.sa.gov.au/Web/webmar.nsf/Lookup/Waste+Exchange+Register

The Cities of Marion, 
Mitcham, Holdfast Bay and
Onkaparinga are running a

free seminar on Environmental
Management System (EMS) on
November 19. This seminar will 
give you the opportunity to learn
more about:

Learning Outcomes
• What is an EMS?
• The steps involved in developing

and implementing an EMS,
• Your legal obligations and EMS's, 
• Benefits of an EMS to small and

medium businesses, and 
• Case studies from local businesses. 

Why EMS
All businesses have some impacts on
the environment. As a business
owner or manager, it is your 
responsibility to ensure that 
whatever your level of impact, that
impact is managed appropriately and
minimised where possible. 

An Environmental Management
System provides you with a structured
way of planning and implementing
environment protection measures.
Experience has shown that businesses
using an environmental management
system gain many benefits, which
may include cost savings, improved
operating efficiencies and 
competitive advantage.
Under the Environment Protection
Act 1993, businesses have a 'General
Environmental Duty' that requires
them to ensure they have taken all
reasonable and practical measures to
prevent or minimise environmental
harm.  An EMS enables you to 
identify and control any risks to the
environment
before they
result in

harm. In addition, having an EMS
can help minimise any environmental
accidents that could result in expiation
under the new Water Quality Policy,
which came into operation on 
1 October 2003. 
If your business has an impact on 
the environment and you want to 
be sure you have met your legal
obligations, or you would like to
increase efficiency and improve 
your business’ image, then this 
seminar is for you.
When: Wednesday 19th 

November 2003
9.30 am – 11.30 am

Where: Marion City Council
245 Sturt Rd, Sturt

Officers from your local Council, the
Environment Protection Agency
and fellow business owners will be
available to answer all your questions.

To register or for further information
please contact, Jill Pearson -
Environment Officer, on 8372 8823.

Free Environmental Management SystemsFree Environmental Management Systems
Seminar for Small and Medium BusinessesSeminar for Small and Medium Businesses

Postage
Paid

Australia

To the Business
Owner/Manager
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The Environment Protection
(Water Quality) Policy came
into operation on 1 October

2003. This Policy is a legislative tool,
under the Environment Protection
Act 1993 which aims to protect our
surface waters (e.g. creeks, rivers,
lakes), marine waters and ground
water from pollution. 

The Water Quality Policy applies to
any person, business or industry and
gets tough on those who deliberately
or accidentally harm our waters.
That means if there is an accidental
pollution incident and measures are
not taken to avoid polluting, ie the
action has been shown to be 
negligent, then you may still be
fined. Depending on the seriousness
of the offence, the EPA may also
choose to prosecute through the
court. To avoid committing an
offence, you need to make sure you
are aware of your obligations under
this Policy.

It is now an offence to discharge or
deposit listed pollutants into any
waters or onto land where it is 

"reasonably likely" that the pollutants
would be carried by natural processes,
eg wind or rain, into waters. For the
purpose of this policy 'waters'
includes water ways, the stormwater
system, roads and gutters. An 
expiation fee of $300 is attached to
this offence. A full list of pollutants
can be found in the Policy, however
it includes brick, bitumen or con-
crete cutting waste water, hard waste,
soil, clay, gravel or sand, washdown
water from cleaning vehicles or
equipment, cleaning agents, 
petroleum products, chemicals etc.

Under the Policy, provisions in the
Stormwater Pollution Prevention
Codes Of Practise also become
mandatory and can be enforced
through an Environment Protection
Order. You need to ensure that your
business activities are compliant.
Copies of the Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Codes Of Practice can be
obtained from the Environment
Protection Authority or online at
www.epa.sa.gov.au. There is also a
Handbook for Pollution Avoidance
on Building Sites. This booklet 

provides a practical guide to best
practice in reducing stormwater 
pollution from building sites. 

The authorities who may enforce 
the Water Quality Policy include
Authorised Officers from the
Environment Protection Authority,
Local Councils and other State 
Government agencies.

The bottom line is that everyone
needs to take reasonable and 
practicable measures to avoid 
harming the environment and 
polluting the stormwater system or
any 'waters'. If you have any question,
please contact the  Mitcham Council
officer on  8372 8823 or the Marion
Council officer on 8375 6857.

The Environment Protection 
(Water Quality) Policy

Rainwater Reuse
Rebate Scheme
Mitcham Council will consider providing rebates to help local
residents, businesses, clubs and institutes make better use of
roof runoff. The Rainwater Reuse Rebate Scheme will aim to
promote better use of a valuable natural
resource and reduce community 
infrastructure costs through the 
collection and reuse of rainwater.

Rebates of up to $400 may be
available to offset the costs of
plumbing rainwater tanks 
(minimum 2000 litres) into toilets,
hot water services, washing
machines or other 'in-house' uses.
To be eligible connections must be
completed by a licensed plumber.

Mitcham is an Australian pilot for the International Council
for Local Environmental Initiatives 'Water Campaign', and
has set some ambitious water conservation goals for its own
operations as well as the local residential and business sectors.

Council's Environmental Planning Officer Craig Walker said,
'a targeted scheme like this is a good way to support the more
efficient use of rainwater tanks…we hope to raise awareness
of stormwater as a resource and, in the longer term, reduce
pressure of Council's drainage infrastructure'.

General information about rainwater tanks can be found at
the following internet sites:

Rainwater Tanks - Their Selection, Use and Maintenance

www.dwlbc.sa.gov.au/publications/pdfs/rainwater.pdf

Guidance on the Use on Rainwater Tanks - 

www.dhs.sa.gov.au/pehs/publications/monograph-rainwater.pdf

For further information on the Rebate Scheme, 
contact Craig Walker 8372 8855, or 
cwalker@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au.

EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  PPeerrffoorrmmeerrss
This issue we are recognising two local businesses for their outstanding leadership in the field on environmental

management. Both these companies are aiming for Best Practice in going beyond their legal requirements

Graham West Workshops 
Graham West Workshops prided itself on being an 
environmentally conscious organisation. As a family business
they had already invested heavily in their site management
long before the Council audit was done. In the last couple of
years, the owners had decided their disused underground fuel
storage tanks posed too great a risk to their own future and that
of the surrounding residents so they had them removed.
Underground storage tanks are far too often ignored as their
owners/users forget they are there or continue to use them
without ever having them tested for leaks. Although no leaks
were evident, the Graham West tanks were removed regardless,
protecting the site from future expenses and litigation. 
Following the Council visit, the company set out to achieve a
solution for all the issues that were raised. They addressed 
the risk of a 
chemical spill 
and rainwater 
contamination
from the Carpark
by purchasing a
spill kit, training
their staff, and
organising their
chemical storage. 

The Carpark was
addressed by
installing filters in all
stormwater drains.
In looking at their
chemical storage,
they had their small
drums stacked on
shelving and the
storage area bunded.
They faced the 
difficult issue of

using two 2000 oil tanks that couldn’t practically be bunded.
Their innovative solution was to cut a hole in one tank and
install a smaller tank inside it, creating a spill safe system. The
other tank was removed and replaced with a 1000l tank, which
was all the capacity, required and was then included in the 
storage area bunding.
The wash bay was also on the list to be addressed so SA Water
was called and an inspection arranged. Apart from some minor
work to prevent wastewater escaping the wash bay area, no
problems were raised. Graham West Workshops was issued with
a Trade Waste discharge permit and is operating in compliance
with the relevant sewerage legislation. 
The environmental management activities also investigated
their disposal methods for various wastes. Several items such as

oil filters were inappropriately going into the general waste 
bin that was headed for landfill. The company contacted a 
recycling service provider and changed from disposal to 
recycling. Coolant, which was once discharged through the
wash bay, is also collected at the point of service and disposed
of through a licensed waste contractor. 
Graham West workshop is determined to maintain their good
citizenship and environmental leadership by implementing 
a small business environmental management system in 
partnership with Marion Council. 

Flextool (Aust) Pty Ltd
Flextool (Aust) Pty Ltd and State Manager Nick Rowe also
underwent a council audit recently. Although the company was
not a high pollution risk, Nick took it on himself to ensure the
company was managing any risk. 
As the business is a supplier of some chemicals, a spill kit was
installed in the storage area and staff training was undertaken.
The actual storage of chemicals was also addressed with bunded
pallets brought in for the drums of product. 
As the company undertakes some servicing of equipment, they
had a solvent based wash tank in the workshop. This has been
replaced with an aqueous hot wash, which is maintained by the
provider. This has reduced the amount of unnecessary 
chemicals kept on site and provided a healthier option for staff.
Flextool (Aust) Pty Ltd has also made the decision to improve
it’s waste management by contracting a waste service provider
to remove oily rags and waste oil from the business. The waste
oil is also kept in a bunded area. 
As with other local businesses Flextool (Aust) Pty Ltd wants 
to maintain it’s status of environmental leadership by 
implementing a small business environmental management 
system.  This will assist the company to market it’s green 
practices and continuously improve those practices into the
future. The net result is likely to be good customer relations
and less regulatory attention. 
With regard to good customer relations, Nick was concerned
some of his clients may face fines for their pressure cleaning
activities.  
He is currently
working with
Council to 
find ways he
can support 
his patrons 
and ensure
they have 
good work
practices and
the capacity 
to protect the
environment 
as well.


