
PO Box 21, Oaklands Park 
South Australia 5046

245 Sturt Road,Sturt
South Australia 

council@marion.sa.gov.au
www.marion.sa.gov.au 

(Phone +61 08 8375 6600)
(Fax +61 08 8375 6699)

� � � � �

Cat Control 

Cats like dogs are an important part of our 
everyday li fe.  As companions they fulfil  a vital 
role in society providing companionship and 
unconditional love for their owners.  

The City of Marion is committed to support responsible cat ownership throughout the 
community.  Listed below are some common questions that are raised about cat control. 

Do I  have to register  my cat? 
No.  There are few regulations regarding cats, at this time there is no legal requirement 
for cat registration in our Council area.  

Do I  have to identify my cat with a collar  or  microchip? 
No.  However, it is advisable to identify your cat with a collar or microchip as it will help 
to identify your cat and streamline their safe return. Collars are available from most pet 
shops and supermarkets. A metal disk with a contact phone number will also help should 
your cat become lost. 

What should I  do if my cat is lost? 
If you have lost your cat, please contact the RSPCA, Meyer Road, Lonsdale, Mon-Fri 
10am - 5pm, Sat-Sun and Public Holidays, 10am - 2pm, tel. 8382 0888 and your local 
veterinarian.  It is also advisable to place a notice in your local shopping centre, perhaps 
do a local letterbox drop or consider putting an advertisement in the local newspaper. 

Cats are enter ing my proper ty, what can I  do? 
If you are experiencing a cat problem such as spraying cats, catfights or straying cats, 
there are several options available to help you to rectify the problem. 

1. Approach the owner  
Many people are not even aware that their cat/s are causing a nuisance.  If you 
know who owns the cat/s, approach the owner and discuss the matter in a friendly 
and constructive way, you may be able to work together to find a suitable solution.   

2. Use deter rents 
To discourage cats from entering your property, there are many deterrents 
available that will assist you, some of these include: 



� Cayenne Pepper  – Sprinkle pepper around the problem areas, you can also 
sprinkle mustard, eucalyptus oil or vinegar, cats don't like the smell. 

� Citrus Peel, Cloudy Ammonia or  Citronella Oil – Place in problem areas, cats 
don’ t like the smell. 

� Vaseline – Smearing Vaseline on the fence and post tops will deter cats as they 
cannot grip the greasy surface.   

� Chicken Wire - Fences can be modified by attaching floppy chicken wire to the 
top of an existing fence, angled slightly inwards, cats will find it very difficult to 
balance on the chicken wire. 

� Rue – Plant this herb near their normal toileting area, will deter them from 
returning there. 

� Water  Your  Garden – If a cat digs in a certain area of your garden at night, 
water this section just before dark so that it will be wet overnight as cats don’ t 
like to have wet, muddy feet. 

3. Cat Traps 
While Council does not trap or collect cats, there are a number of cat cages 
available for residents to hire from Council’s Administration Centre. 

If trapping cats, check to see if you haven't trapped an 'identified cat'.  It is an 
offence to trap an identified cat and the animal must be returned to the place where 
it was trapped.   

Do not enter another person’s property to trap a cat without permission. 

Within 12 hours of trapping a cat, it must either be released, taken to a veterinarian 
or the RSPCA located at Myer Road, Lonsdale, Mon-Fri 10am - 5pm, Sat-Sun and 
Public Holidays, 10am-2pm, tel. 8382 0888.   

Tips for  owners! 
To reduce the chance of your cat/s becoming a nuisance you can try the following: 

Desexing:
Desexed cats are less likely to fight, wanders less, and less likely to mark territories 
by spraying. 

Confinement
Cats hunt by instinct; they often hunt at night over long distances.  It is important that 
cats are contained at night.  Any enclosed space, a shed or an old aviary, can be made 
comfortable for your cat/s.  Confinement is not cruel as long as food, water, shelter, a 
litter tray, a warm place to sleep, exercise and sunbathing areas, and scratching and 
climbing places are provided.  Being proactive will ensure the cat/s do not have the 
opportunity to cause a nuisance or to kill wildlife in the neighbourhood. 
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